Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 


CF-55 


t  r= 


June  25,  1926 

RECEI 


FORE  I  OK  NEWS  ON  CITRUS  FRUIT 


GRAPEFRUIT  SITUATION  IN  PORTO  RICO 


*  JUN  2  6  i928  * 


ag         xhe  extended  drought  in  Porto  Rico,  which  has  caused  heavy  dam- 
age and  delay  to  the  blooming  of  grapefruit  trees  for  the  1928-29 
season    was  broken  late  ia  May  by  heavy  rains,  according  to  a  report 

eceived  In  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econom- 
icL  A  Il0lan'i  ffelch,  acting  in.charge  of  the  office  cf  the  Amer- 

-  n      vi  6  Conmxssionei-  in  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico.    The  rains  brought  out 
the  T  Whl°h  18  reP2rted  to  be  larger  than  any  previous  bloom  in 

grapefruit  industry  in  Porto  Rico.     The  present  blocm,  however,  is 

ate  and  is  not  expected  to  produce  fruit  until  December  1928.  This 

t^?W£\COnslderable  time  for  other  factors  to  alter  present  harvest 
indications. 

new  bl  A°COrding  t0  Present  prospects,   if  only  a  fair  percentage  of  the 
would  h°n  SetS  511(1  raaterializes,  the  winter  production  of  grapefruit 
the  f      °ne  °f  thS  larSest  in  many  vears.    The  extended  drought  killed 
™f  llrst  bloom  and  there  will  be  little  or  no  fruit  for  the  usual  ship- 
ablef       v      ^  August»  ^  probably  only  a  small  amount  will  bs  avail- 
fruit        shlPraent  in  September.     The  drought  materially  damaged  the 
Shir,    r^pening  on  trees  and  much  cf  it  fell  off  before  reaching  maturity. 
h.J;?6?  ?  rf  the  new  croP»  therefore,  will  not  be  heavy  until  the  winter 
harvest  becomes  available. 

at         ^  1927-28  grapefruit  season  of  P0rto  Rico  is  now  practically 
evpr^       '  •  In  every  resPsct  it  ^as  me  of  the  most  successful  seasons 
19?P    :Jperlenced-     Shipments  to  the  United  States  up  to  the  end  of  April 
St  te&       dy  am0UBt»d  t0  880,000  boxes.     Total  shipments  to  the  United 
a    s  up  to  the  end  of  June  last  year  amounted  to'  692,000  boxes. 

Uns*^  ^Sures  for  shipments  of  grapefruit  from  Porto  Rico  to  the 
nuea  States  during  the  14 


GRAPEFRUIT ! 


ist  six  years  are  as  follows: 


Exports  to  the  United  States,  1922-23  to  1927-29 
 (Years  ending  June  50 )   


Year 


Quant  ity 


Value 


1922-  23  . . 

1923-  24  , . 

1924-  25  . . 

1925-  26  . . 

1926-  2?  . . 

1927-  28  £/ 


Boxes 

460,951 
666,648 
579,736 
809,038 
692,052 
680,413 


a/  Ten  months  ending  April  30,  1928. 


Dollars 

1,382,350 
1,999,859 
1,756, ri5 
2,479,467 
2,095,909 
2,467,624 


